
Osborne Naval Shipyard (used 
to be Techport) 
 
Talking points: 

1. Diversion of civil society 
money into the Defence 
budget via the artificial 
competition set up 
between the States by 
the Federal government 

 
2. Rapid change and lack 

of transparency in 
ownership of 
companies as projects 
come and go 

 
3. More civil money used 

to build educational 
facilities, which are 
then militarised 
 

4. Civilian companies 
buying in to defence 
contracts and becoming 
dependant on them 

 
Some of the Corporations here: 
  
Raytheon, 620 Mersey Road 
North Osborne SA 5017 
ASC Submarines 
694 Mersey Road North 
Outer Harbour SA 5017 
ASC Shipbuilding: now ASC 
(BAE Systems) 
640 Mersey Road 
Outer Harbour SA 5017 
PMB Defence (used to be 
Pacific Marine Batteries), 655 
Mersey Rd North Osborne SA 
5017 
 
 
 

1) Common User Facility: Federal defense budget does not include the 
costs of this type of infrastructure. The States use their GST revenue to 
build this stuff in order to win military contracts from the 
Commonwealth. Originally designed as a shiplift for use by civilian and 
naval use, design specifications were for a lift large enough to 
accommodate Panamax ships which would have meant Adelaide 
shipbuilding and repair facilities could have serviced the southern 
hemisphere cargo shipping that currently goes to India for repairs. That 
design was cut down, and is now only deep enough and wide enough to 
handle smaller naval vessels. The shiplift is now entirely surrounded by 
the Naval Shipyard and has been used almost entirely for the AWD 
build. Both the SA government-built Common User Facility and the 
Maritime Skills Centre (TAFE) have been transferred to the 
Commonwealth’s company Australian Naval Infrastructure PL and are 
both managed for the Commonwealth by a joint venture between 
Kellogg Brown and Root (previously Halliburton) and Huntington Ingalls 
Industries called Naval Shipbuilding Institute (Australia). 

2) Ownership shenanigans. ASC have partnered with Luerssen of 
Germany to start building the first 2 Offshore Patrol Vessels (Nov 18) 
before the rest of the build transfers to Western Australia.  Ownership 
of ASC is complicated. It was one company with two wings (Australian 
Shipbuilding/Australian Submarine) both of which were supposed to be 
51% owned by the Commonwealth (for national security reasons), yet 
recently the Shipbuilding wing was structurally separated and fully 
bought out by BAE Systems. BAE Systems’ ASC subsidiary has been 
awarded the build of the Future Frigate program, starting 2020. The 
ASC Submarine wing appears to still be listed as a “sovereign” company, 
but that could change at any time.  The Future Submarines project has 
been awarded to French company NAVAL GROUP, to be built at the 
Osborne Naval Precinct. ASC Submarine have a collaborative agreement 
with ENDEL ENGIE who do subcontracting to NAVAL GROUP, but no 
contracts have been awarded to ASC thus far. 

3) Educational facilities: At Osborne Naval Shipyard itself there is a 
purpose-built TAFE Education Centre (the Maritime Skills Centre). 
Recently ownership was transferred to the Commonwealth’s Australian 
Naval Infrastructure PL and renamed Naval Shipbuilding College and 
managed by private companies (see (1).  In Port Adelaide the LeFevre 
High School VET Maritime Engineering certificate courses that used to 
be aimed squarely at the fishing industry have been rebranded Stage 1 
Naval Engineering (in Yr 11/12) and Year 10s take part in the Subs in 
Schools program. The school website shows dozens of worksheets 
designed & branded by the Air Warfare Alliance, eg teaching ballistics 
http://www.lefevrehs.sa.edu.au/wp-
content/uploads/2014/09/Ballistics-RAS.pdf  

4) Mixed money: Pacific Marine Batteries has morphed into PMB Defence 
and specialize in the provision of batteries for submarines. SME’s buy 
into the reliable income stream and it becomes their mainstay.  

5) Future outlook? The Future Submarine Design Centre and Combat 
System Design Integration and Test Facility. 
 


